
 

Here, in the shortest version possible, is the story of paws4peopleTM: 

From 1999 – March 2002; Kyria and her one, then two, then three dogs, made hundreds of nursing 
home and geriatric hospital visits.  
 

In March 2002, Kyria was asked by an occupational therapist at Loudoun Valley High School, Purcell-
ville, VA, to bring her “therapy dogs” to school to see if they might help to stimulate or motivate se-
verely disabled students to engage in any sort of physical activities.  Within those last 8 weeks of 
school, the dogs succeeded in getting one student, who always refused to get out of her wheelchair, to 
get out of the wheelchair and to walk several hundred feet at a time.  The dogs motivated several 
other students who had not participated to engage in activities with the dogs, even going outside to 
walk and play ball with them. 
 

This began Educational Animal-Assisted Instruction (EAAI) in the Loudoun County Public School sys-
tem (LCPS).  
 

The success of EAAI was deemed so overwhelming that over that summer the principals, teachers and 
therapists obtained permission to conduct a pilot-program at two additional schools during the 2003-04 
school year.  During the 2003-04 school year, EAAI operated in three 
schools. 
 

Here are a few of the most noteworthy accomplishments that oc-
curred during that time:  
 

A Cerebral Palsy student who initially could not walk more than a 
few steps without falling, could walk from the back of the school to 
the front of the school (walking the dog), without falling.  
 

A class of five Down Syndrome students were expected to learn 
individual words using American Sign Language.  By the end of the 
year, all five could sign seven or more complete sentences about 

the dogs.  
 

An Autistic student who was non-verbal at the beginning of the year, began “mimic-speech” 
concerning activities he wanted to do with the dogs.  During the final weeks of the school 
year, he began self-directed speech, by asking specifically for what he wanted to do with the 
dogs.  He only displayed this self-directed speech in the presence of the dogs. 

An INTRODUCTION to paws4peopleTM 

During the 2004-05 school year we continued to provide service to 
the three pilot schools. In May of 2005, after a presentation to the 
LCPS School Board explaining the program, the School Board gave 
their unanimous approval for the paws4peopleTM program to con-
tinue, and to expand to any school desiring to have the program.  
 
As of May 2004 (the end of our first year in the pilot program), 
paws4peopleTM Educational Assistance Dogs (EADs) had con-
ducted 186 classroom visits, consisting of 1,751 student contacts, in three schools.  paws4peo-
pleTM had two volunteers (Kyria and myself), and three dogs. 
 
As of November 24, 2008, paws4peopleTM Educational Assistance Dogs (EADs) have con-
ducted 7,050+ classroom visits, consisting of 148,700+ student contacts, in 39 schools in three 
states.    
paws4peopleTM has over 120+ unpaid volunteers and 75 dogs, which operates in seven states.  
[Please see attachment 1 for additional statistics]. 



Educational Assistance Dogs (EADs)  are now routinely used in the following educational venues/programs: 

• Special Education Classrooms  –  IEP Based Instruction • Regular Education Classrooms  –  Enrichment Programs 

• Behavior Modification  • Physical & Occupational Therapy 

• English as a Second Language (ESL) Classrooms • Reading Improvement Programs 

• Dog Fear/Panic Attack Reduction/Elimination Programs • Grief Counseling  

For more information go to the following web site: 

www.paws4prisons.org 
For more information go to the following web site: 

www.SlammerDogZ.org 

 

In May 2007, paws4peopleTM initiated a K-9 training program called paws4prisonsTM.  This 
program began operations at the US Penitentiary Hazelton (USPH), Bruceton Mills, WV, 
in the low-security female and low-security male facilities.  Carefully selected female and 
male inmates are trained by paws4peopleTM staff and Certified Service Dog Trainers in the 
“Principles, Theory, and Application of Service Dog Training.”  Within this program, dogs 
are assigned to, and reside 24-hours-a-day, with their inmate trainers.  The inmates pro-
vide the dogs with an incredible amount of training and attention.  For many of the in-
mates, this is the first time they have experienced the "human-animal bond" and the re-
wards of dedicating so much time to helping others.  When it comes time for the dogs to 
graduate, the inmates themselves have the honor of handing the dog over to its recipient.  
We are currently working with three other federal prisons regarding possible expansion to 
their facilities.  Since federal laws are very strict regarding fundraising, we have developed 
a program called SlammerDogZTM.  Any dog that completes any portion of its training 
within the prison environment is referred to as a SlammerDogTM.  We market and raise 
funds via SlammerDogZTM to fund and support the paws4prisonsTM program.  As of this 
writing, this program has grown from four dogs being trained in May 2007, to currently 16 
dogs in various phases of training. 

If you would like more information about our EAAI school programs,  please contact me and I will email “.pdf” files to you. 

CAMDEN CAYLIE IVY JAKE SOLOMON LIA 

Our  
NEWEST 

In-Training CLASS 
(Began Training  

in early June 2008) 

In September 2007, paws4peopleTM initiated another K-9 Training Pro-
gram called the Shelter/Rescue Training Program.  This program is also 
being conducted at USPH - SFF, Bruceton Mills, WV.  This program 
takes individually selected dogs from local kill-shelters and brings them 
into the prison to undergo basic obedience training.  Once the dog has 
completed its training, the dog is placed for adoption.  The training the 
dog receives serves to increase the dog’s chances of finding a “Forever 
Home.”  This training also allows more inmates to participate in the dog 
training program within USPH.    

GENEVA, first shelter rescued dog. 

We publish two newsletters in support of these pro-
grams; the SlammerDogZTM News & Updates and 
the paws4prisonsTM News & Updates.  Attachment 2 
is our latest newsletter for your perusal. Just let me 
know if you would like any others. 



In January 2008, it was decided that paws4peopleTM should consolidate all of it K-9 training pro-
grams, curriculums, and training personnel in an effort to standardize the criteria for the trainers, 
evaluators and K-9s within the various paws4peopleTM programs and locations.  To this end, the 
paws4peopleTM K-9 Training Institute (KTI) was established.  Over the next year, all K-9 training 
programs, curriculums, and courses, all training staff/personnel requirements, training methods, 
and most importantly, all K-9 command sets and evaluation criteria will be standardized and 
placed under a common management team and administrative system. 

Types of Dogs paws4peopleTM KTI Trains: 

Amanda Ivancevich was born with Infantile Spasms, a very severe form of Epi-
lepsy. Amanda was suffering with  100+ seizures a day.  She was taken to UCLA 
where half of her brain was removed.  Amanda is now walking with assistance 
and is beginning to develop a vocabulary.  Amanda is from Wilmington, NC, and 
at age four, was selected as the first recipient of our first SlammerDogZTM Service 
Dog.  Amanda received her Service Dog, ELLIE, in August 2008.     

For more information about Grace go to : 
 

www.Grace.Story.paws4people.org 

Grace Meek, who in February 2006 at the age of seven, came in from school re-
cess one day complaining of neck pain.  She had suffered a spinal stroke and 
within twenty minutes was a quadriplegic fighting for her life on the floor of her 
school’s office.  Grace is from Morgantown, WV and at age nine, was selected to 
receive our second SlammerDogZTM Service Dog. Grace received her Service 
Dog, COLT, in July 2008. 

For more information about Erin go to:: 
 

www.Erin.Story.paws4people.org 

Erin Buckles was born as a conjoined twin.  At the age of four-months she and 
her sister were surgically separated.  Sometime during the separation surgery 
Erin suffered a spinal stroke and is now a paraplegic.  Erin is from Stafford, VA, 
and at age three, was selected to receive our third SlammerDogZTM Service Dog.  
We are working toward a goal of having Erin’s Service Dog ready for her in 2009.  

This increased training capability has resulted in us being able to identify the first three recipients of these future Service 
Dogs.  Many more applications are being processed and additional recipients will be selected within the coming months.  
 

For more information about Amanda  go to:: 
 

www.Amanda.Story.paws4people.org 



 
 

Our GRAND PLAN  - our VISION for paws4peopleTM, is to have complexes located throughout the country, where our 
dogs are trained, where special needs individuals live, work, and go to school, where senior citizens  live, work ….  
Please take the time to read the document “The VISION.” [Attachment 3] 

Unlike many organizations that train and provide Assistance Dogs, paws4peopleTM does not charge the recipient family 
for the dog.  We do require that each family conduct a Public Awareness Campaign (PAC) within their local area.  This 
campaign is conducted for two reasons: 1) To increase the awareness of what the various types of Assistance Dogs are 
and who they help, and 2) To raise funds. 
 
Each recipient family is provided with on-line fundraising capabilities and all paws4peopleTM staff and volunteers help the 
family in various ways as they conduct their PACs. 

 
These PACs are conducted within the guidelines of ei-
ther; 

the paws4peopleTM’s Assistance Dog Fundraising Cam-
paign Program for non-military recipients, or 

the paws4pvetsTM Assistance Dog Fundraising Cam-
paign Program for veterans and/or active duty military 
dependents. 

  

Now you know nearly all there is to know about paws4peopleTM.  There are a few new programs being developed to util-
ize the Educational and Rehabilitative Assistance Dogs in different venues targeted toward different types of children 
with special needs, paws4praiseTM and paws4transitionsTM.  Our newest program paws4vetsTM, is posed to explode wide 
open, due to the efforts of our volunteers who have been working very hard to obtain funding, and the increased training 
capacity to provide PTSD Psychiatric Service Dogs and physically impaired Service Dogs to the countless veterans who 
need such dogs. 
 
If you have any further question please let me know. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Terry L. Henry 
Executive Director 
paws4peopleTM foundation 
 
703.727.9326 
thenry@paws4people.org 
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